RCFL ACCREDITATION

FACT SHEET

Introduction

The Regional Computer Forensic Laboratory (RCFL) Program is deeply committed to providing the highest quality computer forensics services to the law enforcement community.  Therefore, the Program supports the American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors/Laboratory Accreditation Board (ASCLD/LAB) accreditation for all of its facilities.  This certification will further enhance and strengthen the services offered by all of the laboratories in the Program, and is granted for a five-year period.

 Benefits of Accreditation

Although each RCFL currently follows strict protocols and quality assurance/quality control procedures, there are several very compelling and valuable benefits associated with accreditation.  They include:

· Improves Quality - Accreditation will heighten the quality of the RCFLs services because an independent, impartial and objective team of experts will review the laboratory’s findings and operations.
· Strengthens Operations - Accreditation ensures that an RCFL is abiding by criteria that are designed to assess performance, while also strengthening operations.
· Establishes Standards – With accreditation, the general public and the users of the RCFL are assured that the laboratory is following established and widely accepted standards.
· Enhances Quality Control - Accredited laboratories must follow appropriate quality controls and quality assurance procedures. 
· Guarantees Examiner Qualifications - ASCLD/LAB requires that laboratories have certified Examiners on staff.  All RCFL Examiners must undergo the FBI’s CART certification process, and may not perform examinations independently until doing so.  (Trainees may need anywhere from six months to a year of training before they are certified.)  Certification implies that an individual has a certain body of knowledge, and counters a recent trend where an investigator takes a short course in computer forensics and is deemed an “expert.”   
· Protects Evidence - Accreditation will reinforce the Program’s already stringent handling procedures.
· Ensures Accurate Results - Accreditation can enhance forensic results by requiring sufficient written protocols that serve as an empirical basis for the most basic and complex procedures.

Moving Forward

Achieving ASCLD/LAB certification is both a short and long term goal of the RCFL Program.  FBI sponsored RCFLs already follow many of the same requirements mandated by ASCLD/LAB, therefore they are well positioned to eventually seek and receive this accreditation.  To date, the North Texas RCFL has received this prestigious accreditation.  

All existing RCFLs will follow the North Texas RCFL’s lead by obtaining ASCLD/LAB accreditation.  As newly appointed RCFLs begin operations, they too will eventually request accreditation, however their primary objective is to first become fully functional digital evidence laboratories.

For More Information

To learn more about the RCFL Program’s goals surrounding ASCLD/LAB accreditation, contact the NPO by telephone on (703) 902-5502, send an e-mail to info@nationalrcfl.org, or visit our Web site on www.rcfl.gov.

ASCLD/LAB’s Web site is located on www.ascld.org
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