RCFL ACCREDITATION 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q:  Is accreditation expensive?  How can smaller labs afford accreditation?   

A:  Inspection fees vary, and are determined by the size of the laboratory and the number of personnel.  When calculating the fee schedule, the American Society of Crime Lab Directors/Laboratory Accreditation Board (ASCLD/LAB) takes into account the number of inspectors required (a minimum of two) and the number of days needed to conduct a through inspection.  On average, an inspection can last anywhere from three to five days.  The cost is $500 per inspector for the first day and $225 per inspector per day thereafter.  

With a digital evidence laboratory, typically there are three main disciplines:  computer, audio, and video. Under these circumstances, ADCLD/LAB may require an inspector for each area.  A sample of the application/inspection costs for a thirteen-person digital evidence lab is:

Application Fee                 $1,000

Inspection - Day 1             $1,000 (2  inspectors)

Inspection -Days 2-5         $2,000 (2  inspectors)

Annual Fee                        $1,651 ($127 x 13 examiners)

Total                                  $5,651 (for a 5 day inspection)

There is also an annual accreditation fee, which is based upon ASCLD/LAB’s Annual Administrative Budget.  For the past two years, the minimum has been $500 or $127 per proficiency-tested analyst in the laboratory, whichever is greater.

Q:  Once a lab receives accreditation, how long is that for?

A:  ASCLD/LAB’s accreditation lasts for five years.   

Q:  If states require accreditation of digital labs, how will this impact the RCFL Program?   

A:  Eventually, all RCFLs will be ASCLD/LAB accredited.   Therefore, an additional state mandate requiring accreditation won’t have much of an impact.  
Q:  Which states currently require accreditation of their crime labs?

A:  Three states passed legislation in reaction to events that surrounded failures/mistakes made at crime labs in Texas, Oklahoma and New York.  However, digital evidence labs are not required to undergo the accreditation process, but that may be subject to change.
Q:  Isn’t it more important for Examiners to be certified than to have an entire lab undergo accreditation?

A:  Both are important.  Certification addresses the competency of the individual Examiner, where accreditation deals with the laboratory as a whole.  By seeking ASCLD/LAB accreditation, the RCFL Program can further strengthen its services and operations. 
Q:  To date, no case has ever been thrown out of court because of the way in which digital evidence was retrieved and analyzed.  Isn’t that a worthy track record?

A:  Yes, the computer forensics community does have an impressive track record, and the RCFL Program wants to maintain it.  Accreditation is one way of doing that because each individual working in the lab must be certified, and they must follow specific rules and procedures that are designed to guarantee the highest quality products and services.  
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